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AGENDA

• 1pm: Welcome and agenda of today (Sabine Zhang, moderator)

• 1:10pm: Welcome (Alexandra Gruber, GM Die Tafel Österreich)

• 1:20pm: FEBA and its role in fighting food waste and food insecurity

Ignazio Corrao, Senior Policy Advisor, FEBA

• 1:45pm: Introducing the Global Food Donation Policy Atlas

Trevor Findley, Clinical Instructor, Food Law and Policy Clinic, Harvard Law School Food Law and Policy Clinic

• Q&A from the audience

• 2:30-3:00 pm: Coffee Break
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AGENDA

• 3:00-4:00 pm: Panel discussion (Sabine Zhang. moderator)

Trevor Findley, Harvard Law School Food Law and Policy Clinic

Ignazio Corrao, FEBA

Felicitas Schneider, Thünen Institut für Marktanalyse, Braunschweig

Alexandra Gruber, Die Tafel Österreich

• 4:15 pm: Wrap up and meeting closure (Sabine Zhang)

• 4:30 pm-5:00 pm: Networking with participants
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GÖG 2024 (Ernährungsarmut in Österreich als Barriere  für eine gesunde und klimafreundliche Ernährung);  
Statistik Austria 2025

POVERTY & FOOD INSECURITY IN AUSTRIA

• At risk of poverty: 1.530.000 persons 
(16,9 %) incl. 344.000 children

• Significantly deprived people 
doubled in the last three years: 
336.000 persons (3,7%) incl. 79.000 
children

• 12 % suffer from food insecurity,      

4,6 % from severe food insecurity.  

• 12,9 % of people have concerns of 

giving their children enough to eat.
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1/3 OF ALL FOOD IS THROWN AWAY

• > 1 million tons of food waste 
in Austria, >50 % in households

• Only ~30.000 tons of food 
donated every year

• Responsible for up to 10% of 
greenhouse gas emissions

• By significantly reducing edible 
food waste, we could produce 
15-20 % less food.

Gudrun Obersteiner, Institut für Abfall- und Kreislaufwirtschaft, BOKU Wien
APCC Special Report 2024 (Landnutzung und Klimawandel)

surplus from field/warehouse               too short best before date                  left-overs from catering        best before date misinterpreted

outside market norms                             labeling error          fresh food              left overs in cantines bought too much (clearance sale)

returns from retailers                             season article           bakeries                                         wrong strorage
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CURRENT CHALLENGES IN AUSTRIA

• Number of people in poverty doubled

• Partly decreasing food donations, new areas more complex

• Commercialisation of a non-commercial area („food saving“)

• Role of foodbanks as multiple solution provider often overlooked

• Legal framework (e.g. liability)

• Vague adherence to international standards: EU Food Donation 
Guidelines / EU Food Waste Hierarchy
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DIE TAFEL ÖSTERREICH 2024

2024 Change compared to 

previous year

Food saved and distributed (in kg) 1.578.000 +52 %

Charities, Vienna
Charities outside Vienna

100
  60

+60 %

Clients, Vienna 
Clients outside Vienna

> 45.000*
  30.000*

+ 115 %

CO2-equivalents saved (in kg) > 2.840.400 +52 %

Volunteers 290 + 13 %

Food donors 248 +/- 0

More information under: tafel-oesterreich.at/news/digitale-innovation-und-rekordzahlen-bei-bilanz-2024/

* incl. 20 % kids & young adults
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IMPACT OF DIE TAFEL ÖSTERREICH

Ecological:  With each CO2 equivalent emitted, we save up to 13 CO2-equivalents.

Social: 

A) Charities (u.a.):

- More diverse, healthier food -> health promotion

- Better access to counselling of clients

B) People living in poverty (u.a.):

• Hunger relief

• Financial budget relief

• Low-threshold access to food

• More diverse and healthier food offer promoting health

Society:

A) Voluntary work

B) Inclusion / integration

C) Raising awareness to change behaviour 
Lehtonen, 2019; Grünhaus 2023;  

Obersteiner 2024;
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DIE TAFEL ÖSTERREICH – 

CIRCULAR ECONOMY FOR SOCIAL GOOD

➢Maximising the social value of saved food

➢Thinking in synergies

➢Acting impact-oriented 

=> Ecological and social sustainability 

jointly developed and implemented

Thanks so much for your attention!
Contact:   Dr.in Alexandra Gruber | Die Tafel Österreich 

                  0650/901 00 06 |  alexandra.gruber@tafel-oesterreich.at www.tafel-oesterreich.at

Die Tafel Österreich:                                                                         
Winner of the Pacemaker Award 2025

mailto:alexandra.gruber@tafel-oesterreich.at
mailto:alexandra.gruber@tafel-oesterreich.at
mailto:alexandra.gruber@tafel-oesterreich.at
http://www.tafel-oesterreich.at/
http://www.tafel-oesterreich.at/
http://www.tafel-oesterreich.at/

	Slide 1:   The Global Food Donation policy Atlas in Austria   14. October 2025 
	Slide 2: AGENDA
	Slide 3: AGENDA
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: 1/3 of all Food is thrown away
	Slide 6: Current challenges in Austria
	Slide 7: Die Tafel Österreich 2024
	Slide 8: Impact of DIE tafel Österreich
	Slide 9

