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Founded in 1986, FEBA (European Food Banks Federation, from 

the original French Fédération Européenne des Banques 

Alimentaires) currently brings together 30 national food banks 

across Europe.​

Our Mission is to reduce food insecurity mainly through the 

prevention of food loss and waste, and the support and 

development of food banks in countries where they are most 

needed.

We rescue surplus, edible food and redirect it to charities 

supporting people in need, reducing food loss and waste, 

strengthening social inclusion, and protecting the environment.

Who We Are 
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33 
million 
people 

59 
million 
tonnes

1/3
of global 
food

in the EU unable

to afford a quality meal

every second day

of food wasted annually

in the EU (≈11 kg per

person/month)

is lost or wasted

throughout

the supply chain

Rising costs, inflation, and climate shocks are pushing 

more people into vulnerability.
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Our network fosters social inclusion, restores hope, and creates the 

conditions by supporting 12 million individuals to participate fully in 

society.​

Access to food is a fundamental right and a foundation for dignity. ​

Food insecurity undermines health outcomes, educational 

achievement, social cohesion and the quality of life overall. ​

When people are nourished, communities are strengthened. 

Food As A Fundamental Right 
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Tangible benefits: Improved health, avoided greenhouse gas 
emissions, reduced waste disposal costs. 

Intangible but essential benefits: Stronger community ties, 
reduced isolation, increased dignity, valued using financial 
proxies. 

FIND OUT MORE ON EUROFOODBANK.ORG

Food redistribution through food banks is one of 

the most cost-effective social investments. This is 

evidenced by the multiplier effect, calculated with 

the Social Return on Investment (SROI) 

methodology. 

For every €1 invested, food banks can generate 

from €8 to €15 in value.

The Multiplier Effect: Creating Broader Benefits 
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Driving Sustainability Through A Collective Action
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We fight food loss & waste at scale​

FEBA Members divert surplus food from landfills and distribute it to people in need, saving tens of thousands of tonnes every year. ​

Our action lowers carbon emissions ​

Unsustainable food systems generate disproportionately high carbon emissions and contribute significantly to environmental 

degradation. Redistributing food avoids the emissions and ensures that the ones already generated from its production and 

transport are not wasted.​

We enable circular food systems​

Food Banks intercept surplus, edible food from all stages of the supply chain—agriculture, manufacturing, and retail. Instead of 

becoming waste, this food is redirected for consumption, embracing a circular economy model. 
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Prevention at Source 

Donation or redistribution of surplus food

Use for animal feed

Industrial use

Recycling and nutrient recovery

Energy Recovery

Disposal W
A

ST
E 

TR
EA

TM
EN

T
P

R
EV

EN
TI

O
N

Avoid surplus food generation in the whole food 

value chain

Donating surplus food for human consumption, or 

distributing it through food banks or other redistribution 

organizations

Using food no longer intended for human consumption as 

animal feed

Transforming food-based materials (non-waste) into added-value products for 

food and non-food purposed (e.g. pharmaceuticals, cosmetics)

Transforming food waste into low-added-value products such as compost and biogas 

(with use of nutrients), construction materials, adhesives, etc.

Biogas  (without use of nutrients) or biofuel production from food waste.

Food waste incineration with energy recovery.

Food waste incineration without energy recovery 

Sendding food waste to landfill

Part of the Solution: Food Waste Hierarchy



Virtual Food Banking
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Traditional Model VS Virtual Model 

3 | Virtual Food Banking
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Ireland FoodDiverse, How The Platform Works in 3 Steps

3 | Virtual Food Banking

Step 1 - The donor (e.g. supermarket or restaurant) 

uploads estimates of their good-quality unsold food to 

Foodiverse for a designated collection window

Step 2 - A local charity or community group receives a 

notification about the available food and their collection 

window

Step 3 - The charity picks up the food at the branch at a 

time scheduled with the donor. The food is used in the 

community instead of going to waste
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Overall food distribution via VFB:

Total food in: 869,691.69
Food in through VFB: 68,005.67
Share of total: 7.8%
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Usage across FEBA members in 2024
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The percentage of virtual food banking (VFB) activities varies 

significantly between FEBA members.

 

• Hungary - 87%

• Italy - 27%

• Austria - 20%

• Czech Republic - 20%

• Belgium - 21.8%

• Ireland 36%

• Romania - 35%



Latest EU Policy Updates

FIND OUT MORE ON EUROFOODBANK.ORG

04



FIND OUT MORE ON EUROFOODBANK.ORG 10FIND OUT MORE ON EUROFOODBANK.ORG

Relevant Legislative Files

4 | Latest EU Policy Updates

Waste Framework Directive Regulation(s) on ESF+
European Pillar of Social Rights 

Action Plan

Circular Economy Act

Simplification omnibus
- Simplification of administrative burden in 

environmental legislation

- Food and feed safety 

EU Anti-Poverty Strategy
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For the first time, the WFD introduces binding 

reduction targets by 2030:

• 10% reduction in food waste in processing and 

manufacturing.

• 30% per capita reduction in retail, restaurants, 

food services and households

• Baseline: average food waste 2021-2023 

The Revised Waste Framework Directive (WFD)
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FOOD WASTE REDUCTION TARGETS
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Other measures can include:

• Behavioural change & consumer campaigns on 

prevention;  

• Supply-chain efficiency measures (tackling practices 

causing waste);

• Training/skills and access to funding for SMEs and 

social-economy actors (including food banks);  

• Innovation/technological solutions supporting 

prevention  
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The WFD explicitly states that Member States 

must take measures to encourage food donation 

and redistribution to prevent food waste. (Article 

9a(1)(c))  

The Revised Waste Framework Directive (WFD)
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LEGISLATIVE CHANGES REGARDING FOOD DONATION
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The role of food banks under the revised WFD:

Food banks and food redistribution organisations shall be 

consulted by Member States to ensure that economic 

operators propose food donation agreements to food 

banks and other food redistribution organisations (Article 

9a(1e) WFD) 
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• Member States shall monitor and assess the 

implementation of their food waste prevention measures, 

including compliance with the food waste reduction targets 

(Article 9a(2)) 

• Member States shall evaluate and adapt their food waste 

prevention programmes (Article 29a(1)) 

• Member States shall designate the competent authorities 

responsible for the coordination of the measures to prevent 

generation of food waste (Article 29a(2)) 

The Revised Waste Framework Directive (WFD)
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MEASUREMENT, REPORTING, AND COORDINATION
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FEBA advocates for the strengthening of ESF+ in 

the new MFF 2028-2034.

The announced MFF spending target of 14% for 

social spending, corresponding to around 100 

billion, is reduced compared to the current ESF+ 

envelope of approximately 95.9 billion, taking into 

account inflation and the inclusion of broader 

thematic priorities.

Changes to the MFF: Strengthening ESF+
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The shift in the EU’s priorities is reflected in the proposal 

for the new MFF budget, as the revision of the Regulation 

on ESF+ to address strategic challenges allows for the 

allocation of funding to new priorities, including defence, 

security, decarbonisation technologies,and civil 

preparedness. 
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The original ESF+ was established to deliver on the EU’s 

commitments under the European Pillar on Social Rights 

and included earmarking for specific thematic priorities, 

including 25% for social inclusion objectives. 

The new Draft Proposal establishing the ESF+ as part of 

the National and Regional Partnership Plans, concerning 

social objectives such as quality employment, skills, and 

social inclusion, is currently under review. However, there 

is no mention of specific earmarking for causes like social 

inclusion or material deprivation. 

Changes to the MFF: Strengthening ESF+
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So far, FEBA has advocated for an earmarking of 10% for 

ESF+.

Yet, due to the significant changes in the proposed design 

of the next MFF, FEBA supports the position that within 

the social spending target, 25% must be safeguarded for 

social inclusion objectives 
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How does FEBA engage at EU level?
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EU Platform Food Loss 

and Waste 

COP Material 

Support  

Strategic Dialogue on 

the EU Anti-Poverty 

Strategy 

Advisory Group on 

Sustainability of Food 

Systems (AGSFS) 

Expert Group on the 

European Food Security 

Crisis Preparedness and 

Response Mechanism 

(EFSCM) 

European Community of 

Practice on Partnerships 

European Food Forum 

(EFF) 

European Board on 

Agriculture and Food 

(EBAF) 



Inclusive Agriculture and the Global 
Food Donation Policy Atlas
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The current CAP represents about 30% of the EU’s 2021–2027 

budget, with a total allocation of €386.6 billion across its two 

funds: the traditional “two pillars”.

Current and Future CAP (Common Agricultural Policy) 
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For 2028–2034, the Commission proposes embedding agriculture within 

the new National & Regional Partnership Plans (NRPPs). 

Within this architecture, the CAP would have a ring-fenced budget of at 

least €300 billion for income and crisis support. 

This reflects a shift from the current two-pillar presentation toward 

national plans and a single performance framework. 

Legislative negotiations are ongoing.

Member States could target on-farm loss prevention and cooperation 

projects that channel safe surplus to donation, aligning with the revised 

Waste Framework Directive (WFD) food-waste targets and donation-

facilitation measures.



The Global Food Donation Policy Atlas 

Through the Atlas, we identify and leverage 

specific EU and national policy entry points 

where food donation and surplus management 

can advance both social inclusion and 

environmental objectives

This methodology has already guided advocacy in Ireland and 

Poland and is currently being deployed in France, with upcoming 

work in Greece, Austria, and Germany.

FIND OUT MORE ON EUROFOODBANK.ORG
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William Edwards Deming

In God we trust; all others must bring data.

DATA YOU CAN TRUST

FEBA grounds its work in rigorous, network-wide data collection 
and professional analysis.
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Thank You
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European Food Banks Federation,

Chaussée de Louvain 775,

1140 Brussels, Belgium

eurofoodbanks

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are 
however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those 
of the European Union or the European Commission. Neither the 
European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for 
them.

@EuroFoodBanks eurofoodbanks @EuroFoodBanks
European Food
Banks Federation

+ 32 (0) 25 38 94 50

info@eurofoodbank.org
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