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On May 19, the time had finally come: the first Allianz Summit of the newly founded “Alliance Against
Food Waste and Poverty” took place at the SkyDome in Vienna with around 100 participants.
The Summit was opened by Alexandra Gruber, Managing Director of Die Tafel Osterreich.

She emphasized the great potential of the new alliance, particularly its three-dimensional approach:
measures to prevent food waste and redistribute food to charitable organizations are discussed and
implemented from the perspective of holistic sustainability — combining social, ecological, and
economic aspects — and along the entire value chain.

Already now, more than 40 associations, companies, cities, and municipalities have followed Die Tafel
Osterreich’s invitation to join forces in creating greater impact against food waste across the entire
value chain and against food poverty.

In his keynote speech, Martin Frick from the UN World Food Programme (WFP) highlighted the global
interconnections of our food systems and demonstrated how worldwide “shocks” — such as the
COVID-19 pandemic, the war in Ukraine, and the closure of the Strait of Hormuz — have shaken these
systems to their core in recent years. As a result, more people than ever before — over 670 million
worldwide — are suffering from food insecurity.

Even in Austria, 1.1 million people are affected by food insecurity, while across the EU the number
reaches 33 million, as Ignazio Corrao from the European Food Bank Federation (FEBA) emphasized
in his keynote speech. At the same time, one-third of all food is still wasted globally; within the EU
alone, this amounts to 59 million tonnes.

In line with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), governments worldwide are called upon to
end hunger and provide sufficient financial resources to do so. Ignazio Corrao also shed light on
upcoming developments at EU level, particularly regarding the Multiannual Financial Framework
(MFF), both in terms of budget and policy content. He also highlighted opportunities such as the
Revised Waste Framework Directive with binding EU food waste reduction targets, as well as the
Global Food Donation Policy Atlas, which will soon also be published for Austria.

Afterwards, participants used the break and the following 14 World Café tables to network, discuss,
and develop new ideas. Topics ranged from circular economy, food poverty, and SDGs to agriculture,
production, retail, community catering, and consumer-related issues. The broad professional diversity
of participants proved to be a valuable basis for new perspectives and innovative solution approaches.
At the end of the session, the results from all World Café tables were briefly presented in the plenary.
In the evening, a high-level panel discussion moderated by Karin Bauer focused on the question:
“Holistic Sustainability — Fact or Fiction?”

The panel featured Martin Frick (WFP), Alexandra Gruber (Die Tafel Osterreich), Markus
Hollendohner (FSW), Johannes Tintner-Olifiers (EY denkstatt), Karin Huber-Heim (Circular Economy
Forum Austria), and Hanni Rutzler (futurefoodstudio). The discussion centered around how realistic it
is to enable ecological responsibility, social justice, and economic success to grow together.

Hanni Ritzler opened the panel with a historical perspective on the development of the concept of
sustainability. Martin Frick then expanded on global food systems, followed by perspectives on
homelessness and housing insecurity (Markus Hollendohner), climate change (Johannes Tintner-
Olifiers), and circular economy (Karin Huber-Heim).

All experts agreed that there is still a lack of systemic thinking, as well as long-term plans and
strategies, needed to understand complex interconnections and tackle challenges holistically. Despite
all difficulties, the discussion ended on an optimistic note: each individual has far more influence on
our food systems, the climate, and societal developments than we often realize ourselves.
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